
Amphibian Conservation Working Sessions (A & B) 
Interested Individuals are Encouraged to Participate in Both 

 
Session A 

Title:  Working Session on Effects of Climate Change, Invasive Species, and Disease on Pacific 
Northwest Amphibians  
 
Organizers:  Jonah Piovia-Scott, Ecologist and Conservation Biologist at WSU Vancouver 
jonah.piovia-scott@wsu.edu and Sky Button, Ph.D. student at WSU Vancouver researching 
headwater stream and seep amphibians in the Pacific Northwest  sky.button@wsu.edu 
 
Objective:  Engage with partners, conservation professionals, and researchers to share 
progress, discuss approaches and deliverables, and refine goals for ongoing research into the 
interactive effects of climate change, invasive species, and disease on at-risk amphibians in the 
Pacific Northwest. 
 
Description:  Changing climatic conditions threaten many at-risk amphibians in the Pacific 
Northwest and also may enhance the risk of disease and invasive species encroachment. State 
and federal wildlife agencies are in the process of evaluating these threats, but information is 
lacking on: 1) availability of suitable habitat under different climate scenarios, 2) vulnerability of 
at-risk amphibians to different diseases, and how climate change will affect that vulnerability, 
and 3) potential future spread of harmful invasive species like American bullfrogs. This working 
session is part of a project aimed at providing actionable science that fills these knowledge 
gaps, and will focus on how changing climatic conditions affect habitat suitability for at-risk 
amphibians and American bullfrogs.  The session will include a presentation describing work in 
progress, discussions to identify suitable methods and deliverables, and goal-setting for future 
work. 
 
Intended Audience:  Wildlife managers and conservation planners, as well as other interested 
conservation professionals and researchers.  
 
Time Frame:  10:00am-Noon   Monday, 24 April 2023 
 
Class Limit:  20-50 
 
Fee:  NONE 
 
To reserve your place in this Working Session, email Sky Button at sky.button@wsu.edu 

Please direct any related questions by email to Sky Button as well. 
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Session B 
Title:  Amphibian Monitoring and Surveillance Working Session 

 

Organizers:  Katie Remine, Living Northwest Conservation Manager, Woodland Park Zoo, 5500 

Phinney Avenue N., Seattle, WA 98103  Katie.Remine@zoo.org   and Matt Distler, Conservation 

Program Manager, Oxbow Farm & Conservation Center, 10819 Carnation Duvall Road NE, 

Carnation, WA 98014  matt@oxbow.org 

 

Objective:  To clarify what monitoring/surveillance data are needed by government agencies 

and other conservation strategists to better assess and conserve amphibian populations in the 

Pacific Northwest. 

 

Description:  In 2021 and 2022, Woodland Park Zoo and Oxbow Farm & Conservation Center 

solicited input from non-profit, government, academic, and tribal entities first with an online 

survey, followed by a videoconference, to better understand needs for data-sharing and 

improved communication among groups undertaking amphibian monitoring and surveillance in 

the Pacific Northwest. Based on continued interest expressed by participants, we are inviting 

members of this group and any other interested parties to join us for a second Pacific 

Northwest Amphibian Monitoring and Surveillance Working Session.  This session will include a 

panel discussion and Q&A to consider 1) what monitoring data are most needed by government 

agencies and other conservation strategies to inform habitat management and conservation 

actions for amphibians, and 2) how monitoring groups can best manage, share, and analyze 

these data to better serve amphibian conservation. Additionally, short presentations and 

discussions will focus on emerging technologies and techniques for improving amphibian 

monitoring effectiveness. 

 

Intended Audience:  Participants in regional amphibian monitoring and surveillance efforts and 

other conservation professionals 

 

Time Frame:  1:00-5:00pm on Monday, 24 April 2023 

 

Class Limit:  10-50 

 

Fee:  NONE 

 

To reserve your place in this Working Session, email Matt Distler at matt@oxbow.org 

For further information, email Matt or call him at 206-743-6005 
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